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[57] ABSTRACT
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tion of transmit pulses. A duration of transmit pulses is short
for central section of transmit array and increases for out-
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1

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR FAST
ACQUISITION OF ULTRASOUND IMAGES

DESCRIPTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method and apparatus
for fast two and three dimensional ultrasound image acqui-
sition using new apodization functions which reduce the
level of side lobe amplitudes and extend the admissible
angular range of beam steering.

2. State of the Art

Aproblem of side lobe amplitudes reduction by the use of
apodization functions is discussed in numerous patents,
articles and books (see, for example, Gordon S. Kino,
Acoustic Waves, Printice-Hall, Englewood, N.J., 07.632,
1987, p. 389). These functions are symmetrical relative to
the center of the array and reduce the amplitude of signals
for individual elements of the array outlying from the array
center. The amplitudes can be generated by transmit array
individual elements or they can be amplitudes of echo
signals received by receive array individual elements.
However, the efficiency of usual apodization functions is
low. They reduce the level of side lobe amplitudes in an area
nearest to the main beam lobe, but increase the width of the
beam. What is more, the reduction of amplitude of the main
lobe increases the relative level of side lobe amplitudes in
the area far from the beam.

As a result, the main method of beam steering usually
used is a shift of transmit and receive apertures along the
measured coordinate when the shaped beam is normal to the
surface of the transducer and the effect of the beam steering
is achieved by the shape of a transducer array. Increasing the
field of view and the angular range of a transducer is
achieved by using a convex surface of the transducer.
Electronic beam steering is used for Doppler measurements
of blood velocity, but within a limited angular range, which
is possible without the use of any apodization function.

It is very attractive to find some methods or apodization
functions which can extend a beam steering range. The size
of the transducer and the volume of front-end electronics can
be significantly reduced in this instance.

Barabash et. al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,797,845) discussed a
schematic with one transmit transducer element and with
crossed geometry of receive arrays which realizes acquisi-
tion of three dimensional images by the use of synthetic
receive apertures. But, even with the large number of receive
transducer individual elements the level of side lobes
remains very high. It is clear that the number of transmit
elements should be increased and synthetic transmit aper-
tures should be used to provide a shaping of transmit
acoustic beam known as 1-st way of shaping of the acoustic
beam. Such a method is suggested by Barabash et. al. in
patent application Ser. No. 08/910,485 (Batch No. G94)
when the formation of a transmit beam is provided by the
sequential energizing of different transmit arrays placed in
parallel to each other. Reflected echo signals are received by
the individual elements of a separate receive array. Echo
signal amplitudes are converted and memorized and used for
creation of synthetic transmit and receive apertures. A
noticeable reduction of side lobe amplitudes can be obtained
by increasing the number of phased transmit arrays which
will increase the volume of the front-end electronics.

A phased transmit array is the basic unit used for creation
of the synthetic transmit aperture in the schematic described
above. Bryan et. al. in U.S. Pat. No. 5,673,697 describe a
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2

scheme when separate individual elements of a matrix
transducer irradiate an investigated volume and reflected
echo signals are received by all other individual elements of
the matrix. Sequential energizing of different individual
elements of the matrix and memorization of reflected echo
signals by other individual elements allows one to realize the
synthetic transmit and receive apertures and also to recon-
struct three dimensional images. The coherent reception of
echo signals discussed in this patent is effective for radar
technology when a transmit beam shaped by an antenna and
for point targets. In the case of a distributed target, as occurs
in acoustic technology, we will inevitably obtain some
percentage of “ghost” decisions which are defined not only
by measurement errors. They are inherent for an acoustic
technology because of a non-uniform distributed target with
strong fluctuations of acoustic impedance. We can shift these
ghost decisions in time and in space by changing some
conditions (for example, apodization), but we cannot
exclude them completely. Besides, the design of a
transducer, suggested in this patent is quite cumbersome.

It is the subject of the present invention to suggest a
compact scheme for a personal computer based acoustic
scanner for acquisition of two and three dimensional images.
Personal computers are used now as part of any modern
acoustic scanner. For example, such a system is shown by
Daigle R. in U.S. Pat. No. 5,795,297. Parts of an acoustic
scanner are connected between each other and a personal
computer by an extended personal computer bus when the
main functions of information analysis are performed by the
personal computer. However, even in such a scheme the
author shows, for example, a separate control panel whose
functions can be fulfilled by such personal computer tools as
a keyboard and mouse. Another serious limitation is the
connection of a digital signal processor with the front-end
apparatus by a personal computer bus. Digital signal pro-
cessors were designed to provide fast on-line analysis of
information and interface with a personal computer. They
use the extended bus for connection with the measurement
apparatus. This bus provides faster information exchange
than a personal computer bus.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

This invention consists of a scheme of a compact personal
computer based acoustic scanner using synthetic transmit
and received apertures which allow us to steer an acoustic
beam into a wide range of angles limited only by the
irradiation directivity of a transducer individual element.
The wide angular range of beam steering is achieved by
significantly reducing side lobe amplitudes through use of a
complex apodization function. It has three components: a
central amplitude apodization function, a time apodization
function and a frequency apodization function. All these
functions are symmetrical near the center of a transducer
array. A central amplitude apodization function can be
applied to both transmit and receive arrays. It reduces
amplitudes emitted by the central transmit array individual
elements. Similarly, it reduces amplitudes of received echo
signals for the central receive array individual elements. A
time apodization function and a frequency apodization func-
tion can be applied to a transmit array only. A time apodiza-
tion function changes a duration of pulses emitted by
transmit array individual elements in accordance with a
chosen function symmetrical near the center of the array. A
frequency apodization function changes a carrier frequency
for different transmit array individual elements and is also
symmetrical near the center of the transmit array. Apodiza-
tion functions are effective if the size of the receive zone
near the focus of a synthetic receive aperture is small.

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 11-18-2002
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A new concept in the design of acoustic scanners arises
from a significant reduction of the side lobe amplitudes, an
increased angular acoustic beam steering range, and the
ability to create synthetic transmit and receive apertures.
This new concept allows us to create a schematic of a
compact acoustic scanner. The transmit part of the scanner
can have one transmit pulse generator which can be con-
nected with one or more transmit array individual elements.
The reception part of the scanner can have one or a group of
amplitude analysis electronic channels for reception of echo
signals from one or a group of receive array individual
elements and can be multiplexed to other receive individual
elements or to other groups of receive array individual
elements.

The presence of one transmit generator, which can be
complex, opens a possibility to realize a wonderful mecha-
nism created by nature, a “bat mechanism” of time com-
pression of pulses. Irradiation of an investigated object by
the frequency modulated pulses and a consequent time
compression of received echo signals are used in radar
technology and significantly increase a signal-noise ratio.

Additionally, a particular decision that reduces side lobe
amplitudes for the cross transducer is described in the
present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1.a shows a flat distribution of amplitudes for the
transducer array.

FIG. 1.b presents a distribution of amplitudes for the
transducer array in accordance with a prior art triangle
apodization function.

FIG. 2 shows the shape of a central amplitude apodization
function, a time apodization function and a frequency
apodization function and distribution of amplitudes in accor-
dance with the central amplitude apodization function.

FIG. 3.a, 3.b and 3.c present different versions of a
compact acoustic scanner scheme.

FIG. 4 shows an algorithm of digital time compression of
echo signals.

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary view of a transducer for two
dimensional image acquisitions.

FIG. 6 presents an exemplary view of a cross geometry
transducer with two transmit and one receive arrays.

DESCRIPTION

The increase of the signal/noise ratio in acoustic technol-
ogy is achieved by the summation of echo signal amplitudes.
Delays of received echo signals relative to each other cause
constructive superposition for signals that are coming from
the focal point and cause destructive superposition for
signals that are coming from other points of an irradiated
target. The following statistical relation is valid in this
instance:

SNR=Ai*vn/Anoise

where SNR is a signal/noise ratio, Ai is the echo signal
amplitude registered by one electronic channel, n is the
number of electronic channels and Anoise is the noise
amplitude of one electronic channel.

This relation is valid for independent measurements. The
condition for independent measurement is realized by the
use of separate independent electronic channels that are
dedicated to single array individual elements and measure
the echo signal time distribution at the same time. But,
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measurements will also be independent if they will be done
at different times by one electronic channel which is mul-
tiplexed to the other array individual elements serially.

Thus, we came to a very simple schematic of an acoustic
machine with one transmit and one receive electronic chan-
nels. A time T for acquisition of image will be:

T=(Ntr+Nrec)*tprop

where Ntr is a number of transmit individual elements, Nrec
is the number of receive individual elements and tprop is the
propagation time of acoustic waves into an investigated
object.

An additional condition for such a simple schematic of an
acoustic scanner is that the acquisition time T must be short
enough that movement of the investigated object is negli-
gible.

The principal property of this scheme is to have one
transmit channel which can be multiplexed to different
transmit individual elements. It provides an ability to create
synthetic transmit apertures into a wide angular region. The
number of receive electronic channels can be increased
reasonably to provide a decrease of the acquisition time and
a realization of a power of subsequent apparatus such as a
digital signal processor (for example 4-8 amplitude analysis
channels). Besides, the acoustic radiation dose for the inves-
tigated object is reduced significantly, if we will compare a
scheme using one generator with a phased transmit array
energized by a set of generators.

As seen from the formula for the acquisition time T, if
tprop is fixed, T can be decreased by a reduction in the
number of transmit Ntr and number of receive Nrec ele-
ments only. An effective way to reduce both T and the
volume of front-end electronics is to provide a wide angular
range of the beam steering with a low level of side lobe
amplitudes, instead of the shifting of transmit and received
apertures along the measured coordinate.

It is possible to achieve this goal by the use of a central
amplitude function, a time apodization function and a fre-
quency apodization function as suggested in this invention.

FIG. 1.a shows a flat distribution of amplitudes 12 for
individual elements 11 of transducer array 10. Amplitudes
12 are shown conditionally. Amplitudes can belong to acous-
tic pulses emitted by individual elements of a transmit array,
or to echo signals received by individual elements of a
receive array.

FIG. 1.5 presents a prior art triangle apodization function
which changes amplitudes for individual elements of a
transducer array. The apodization function is symmetrical
near the center of the array and reduces amplitudes for
outlying individual elements linearly to the ends of the array.

‘We show the triangle apodization function as an example.
It is known many other apodization functions which are also
symmetrical near the center of the transducer array, and
taking into account errors of a change of amplitudes, differ
from each other slightly.

These functions are effective in the area near a main lobe
of the acoustic beam and for a long duration of transmit
pulses and can be used for a scheme when the steering of the
beam is provided by shifting of the transmit and receive
apertures along the measured coordinate only.

FIG. 2 presents an exemplary view of a central amplitude
apodization function 13, a time apodization function 14 and
a frequency apodization function 15. They are also sym-
metrical near the center of the array. But in contrast to usual
apodization functions, a central amplitude apodization func-
tion 13 reduces amplitudes 12 of a central section of array
individual elements 10. This function can be applied to both
transmit and receive arrays.

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 11-18-2002
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A time apodization function 14 can be used for transmit
array only and changes a duration of emitted pulses. The
duration of pulses is short for the central section of transmit
array individual elements 11 and increases for individual
elements outlying from the center.

A frequency apodization function 15 can be also used for
transmit array only and changes a frequency of pulses
emitted by transmit array individual elements in accordance
with the chosen shape of the apodization function. This
apodization function participates in the reduction of side
lobe amplitudes and simultaneously increases a time reso-
lution by a time compression of emitted transmit pulses in
the focal point.

These apodization functions provide effective rejection of
side lobe amplitudes and the extension of a beam steering
angular range. For example, high efficiency of the central
amplitude apodization function makes it possible to obtain
satisfactory parameters of the acoustic beam along a lateral
coordinate for 2D transducer with mechanical elevation
focussing and with only one transmit individual element. A
joint use of the central amplitude apodization function 13,
the time apodization function 14 and the frequency apodiza-
tion function 15 for a simple cross transducer with one
transmit and one receive arrays provides effective reduction
of side lobe amplitudes within wide limits of angles and
allows a realization of a fast acquisition of three dimensional
images.

The right choice of the shape of apodization function
described above allows us to influence the beam shaping
along both lateral and elevation coordinates not only for
transducers with a crossed placement of transmit and receive
arrays, but even for 2D transducers with mechanical eleva-
tion focussing.

Effective reduction of side lobe amplitudes reduces the
apparatus volume and allows a design of a portable acoustic
scanner for acquisition of two and three dimensional images.
A version of an acoustic scanner design with one transmit
and one receive channel is shown at FIG. 3.a. A transducer
head 16 connected with apparatus of the scanner 27 through
port 17. Connection is done without a usual cable, the port
17 is placed at the end of a transducer head and has a micro
connector and tools for rigid support of said transducer head
with apparatus 27. The transmit part of the scanner includes
high voltage switches 18 that provide serial connection of
different transmit array individual elements to a generator
which contains power amplifier 19, digital-analog converter
20 and fast memory 21. A reception part includes pream-
plifiers 22, analog switches 23, main amplifier 24, analog-
digital converter 25 and fast memory 26. Both transmit and
reception parts connect with a digital signal processor and
control schematic 28 by address and data buses.

A scheme of a generator with fast memory and digital-
analog converter provides a wide variety of different wave-
forms of transmit pulses for energizing of transmit array
individual elements. These pulses can have different fre-
quencies and duration, the amplitudes of pulses can be
modulated in accordance with a chosen apodization func-
tion. The waveform of pulses can have a shape that provides
a damping of transducer oscillations after transmission of an
acoustic pulse. Transmit pulses are amplified by a power
amplifier 19 and multiplexed alternately for different trans-
mit individual elements by high voltage switches 18 and a
transducer head port 17. The absence of a cable decreases
the capacitive load of the generator and significantly reduces
the necessary power of the generator.

A short connection between receive transducer individual
elements and the reception part of the apparatus allows us to

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

reduce losses of echo signal amplitudes in comparison with
a scheme using a cable connection by factor K:

K=(Cc+Ctr)/Cts;

where Cc is the capacitance of the cable used for connection
of the receive array individual element with preamplifier for
scheme with the cable, Ctr is the capacitance of the receive
array individual element.

For a two dimensional image transducer, factor K is equal
to 7-10 and is sufficiently greater for three dimensional
image transducers with a small array individual element
capacitance.

The digital signal processor and control scheme 28 pro-
vide a timing of transmit and receive parts of the scanner,
loading of information of the waveform of transmit pulses
into fast memory 21, and reception of digitized amplitudes
of echo signals from fast memory 26.

The digital signal processor provides a fast on line analy-
sis of information including a form of transmit and receive
synthetic apertures, calibration and apodization of received
digitized echo signal amplitudes for different transmit
pulses, summation and spectral analysis of summed digital
information, shaping of two and three dimensional images
and transmission of information into personal computer 29
by cable 30.

Functions of the personal computer 29 are off line analysis
of received information and displaying of reconstructed
images. It provides a user interface with apparatus, a control
of different parameters and conditions of the measurement
of images.

A decrease of the acquisition time of images can be
obtained by the reasonable grouping of receive array indi-
vidual elements and the multiplexing of them. Such a
version of acoustic scanner design is shown at FIG. 3.b. It
differs from the design of FIG. 3.a by the increased number
of the electronics channels for amplitude analysis of echo
signal amplitudes.

Possible reduction of the volume of apparatus for 2D
transducers with large area of array individual elements can
be done by reduction of preamplifiers 22. Additional reduc-
tion of volume of the apparatus can be done excluding fast
memories 21 and 26, if the digital signal processor provides
necessary frequency in transfer and reception of informa-
tion.

Another version of acoustic scanner design is shown in
FIG. 3.c. For this design apparatus for analysis of echo
signal amplitudes 31 is separated from the front-end part 27
placed in the handle of the transducer. Connection between
the front-end part 27 and the apparatus for analysis of echo
signal amplitudes 31 is provided by the cable 32. The
apparatus 31 including main amplifiers 24, analog to digital
converters 25, fast memory for recording digitized ampli-
tudes of echo signals 26, the digital signal processor and the
control scheme 28 and can be made as a separate block
connected with a personal computer by the cable 30, or it can
be made as a PC card with a common computer bus.

A part of the scanner electronics can be reasonably
optimized when placed near the transducer. It can consist of
preamplifiers with analog switches (or without analog
switches, if the number of channels for analysis of ampli-
tudes of echo pulses is equal to the number of receive array
individual elements) and a power amplifier with high volt-
age switches for multiplexing only transmit array individual
elements. The main advantage of such a design is an easily
detachable transducer head 16 which can be changed
quickly. In particular, it is simple to disinfect such a trans-
ducer head.

Copy provided by USPTO from the PIRS Image Database on 11-18-2002
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Aprocedure of acquisition of acoustic images includes the
following steps. An investigated object is irradiated by a
transmit pulse emitted by one of the transmit elements. If the
transmit pulse is emitted by a transmit element of a small
size, it irradiates some solid angle of the investigated object.
The three dimensional image acquisition is possible in this
case. For transducers with mechanical elevation focus, indi-
vidual elements have a rectangular shape elongated along
the elevation coordinate. So, any individual element is a
separate array focused mechanically to some point defined
by the radius of curvature of the array element surface. Such
elements emit a flat transmit beam and can be used for two
dimensional image acquisition only. Reflected echo signals
are received by receive individual elements. If this is a small
size receive individual element, echo signals will be
received from the irradiated solid angle. If the individual
element has mechanical elevation focus, a shape of the
receive aperture will be flat and echo signals will be received
from a sector of the investigated object. Echo signals
received by the receive individual element are amplified,
digitized and memorized by an electronic channel of ampli-
tude analysis. For a scheme with one amplitude analysis
channel (FIG. 3.a) each transmit individual element must
emit one transmit pulse for each receive individual element.
Every receive individual element must be connected with
the amplitude analysis channel by analog switches. The
process for one transmit element will be finished when the
digitized echo pulse amplitudes are recorded from all
receive individual elements. The procedure is repeated by
switching the generator output to the next transmit indi-
vidual element. Each transmit individual element is serially
energized, the echo signals are received at every receive
individual element, and the echo signal amplitudes from
every receive individual element are recorded.

The transmit pulses emitted in series by every transmit
individual element have the same amplitude, duration and
frequency, and the number of pulses in each series equals the
number of receive individual elements. But each transmit
individual element emits transmit pulses with amplitude,
duration and frequency of pulses defined by the shape of the
central amplitude apodization function, the time apodization
function and the frequency apodization function, respec-
tively. Amplitudes of transmit pulses are small for central
transmit individual elements of the array (some central
elements can even be turned off) and increase for individual
elements outlying from the center. The time apodization
function changes the duration of transmit pulses for different
transmit individual elements so that the duration of pulses is
short for central elements and increases for elements outly-
ing from the center of the array. The frequency apodization
function changes the frequency of pulses emitted by transmit
individual elements.

For every transmit individual element a set of digitized
amplitude information will be memorized, and each set will
have the number of digitized amplitude distributions equal
to the number of receive individual elements. The procedure
will be finished when digitized echo pulses amplitudes will
be recorded from all transmit individual elements.

Acquisition of an image includes the shape of synthetic
transmit and receive apertures. Synthetic receive apertures
are produced by the phasing of digitized amplitude distri-
butions for different receive individual elements into infor-
mation sets registered from every transmit individual ele-
ment. It can be done by shifting of digitized amplitude
distributions relative to each other or by an interpolation
procedure. Simultaneously, amplitudes of digitized time
distributions for different receive individual elements in
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8

every information set are changed in accordance with the
shape of the central amplitude apodization function which
reduces amplitudes for central receive individual elements
and increases amplitudes for elements outlying from the
center of the array. The shape of the central amplitude
apodization function for receive individual elements can be
different from the central amplitude apodization function
used for transmit individual elements and can be changed for
different steering angles. The shape of synthetic receive
apertures is the same for all information sets and is defined
by the chosen receive focus and steering angle.

Shaping of synthetic transmit apertures is produced by a
time alignment of information sets in accordance with the
chosen transmit focus and steering angle. A summation of
amplitude distributions near the receive focus allows one to
obtain a part of acoustic line that is memorized. The change
of synthetic transmit and receive apertures with consequent
summation of amplitude distributions near other foci and for
other receive steering angles allows the acquisition of other
parts of the acoustic lines. The joining of recorded parts of
acoustic lines creates a two dimensional acoustic image. The
change of the steering angle for synthetic transmit apertures
allows one to acquire other two dimensional acoustic images
and, as a result, to acquire a three dimensional acoustic
image.

The shapes of the central amplitude apodization function,
the time apodization function, and the frequency apodization
function can be changed for different steering angles to
optimize the ratio of the main lobe amplitude to side lobe
amplitudes.

FIG. 3.d shows a version of the scanner design where a
cable 30 for connection with a personal computer is absent.
This connection is made by wireless communication using
transmitter and receiver 33 placed in the handle of the
transducer and transmitter and receiver 34 placed near the
personal computer.

The presence of one generator providing complex shaped
transmit pulses allows a digital time compression of pulses
used for irradiation of an investigated object. A sense of this
method is the irradiation of the investigated object by
frequency modulated transmit pulses. The duration of trans-
mit pulses can be sufficiently more than usually used. The
reflected echo signals have the same duration and frequency
modulation. Compression can be obtained by a filtration of
different frequency components within known time intervals
(because of the known shape of frequency modulated trans-
mit pulses), the phasing of different frequency components
and the summation of them. The duration of summed pulses
depends on the depth of frequency modulation, sufficiently
shorter than transmitted pulses and can be changed for
different image modes (2D and 3D modes, Doppler mode)
by the change of depth of frequency modulation.

The properties of the generator make it possible to com-
pensate for an attenuation of the high frequency components
of transmitted pulses by an increase of high frequency
component amplitudes relative to low frequency component
amplitudes.

Another advantage of this method is the irradiation of the
investigated object by a spectrum of frequencies and, in
particular, by low frequencies without a loss of time reso-
lution.

FIG. 4 shows an algorithm of analysis of digitized echo
signal information with time compression of echo signals.
An example of an analysis of digitized echo signal ampli-
tudes for the n-th receive individual element is shown in the
figure. Transmit pulses are frequency modulated within the
limits from frequency f at the beginning of the pulse to
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(f+NAf) at the end of the pulse. Depth of frequency modu-
lation for this case is equal to NAf. The frequency modula-
tion function can be linear or otherwise. It is better to use the
properties of the generator and provide stepped modulation
function with N steps when a frequency is changed by a
value of Af for every step. The time structure of transmit
pulses Ttr looks as:

Ttr=N T,

where N is the number of generated frequencies and T is a
time of generation for every frequency.

The number of steps N and duration T of generation of
every frequency component must be chosen in order to
obtain effective filtration and separation of different fre-
quency components.

Adigitized echo signal amplitude distribution 35 recorded
from n-th receive individual element passes through N
digital filters 36. As a result, we will have N amplitude
distributions with different frequencies which are shifted in
series in time relative to each other for the time interval
equal to duration T of the generation of different frequencies.
Phasing of amplitude distribution is achieved by serial delay
(37) of these distributions for time T relative to each other.
Phased amplitude distributions are summed (38). Summa-
tion 38 compresses echo signals in time. The shape of
compressed echo signals is described by function sin X/X
and is shorter than time interval T. Duration of compressed
echo pulses depends on the depth of frequency modulation
NAf.

The amplitude of summed pulses Asum is equal to:
Asum=N*Al,

where Ai are amplitudes of echo pulses for different fre-
quency components obtained after filtration and N is the
number of summed time intervals

As seen from the formula above, we can increase the echo
signal amplitudes by a factor of N.

The same effect of compression of echo signals can be
obtained by the irradiation of the investigated object with N
transmit pulses with different frequencies (from f to
(f+NAf)) as was described above. It is not necessary to filter
different frequency components in this case, compression of
the echo signal will be obtained after summation of ampli-
tude distribution for different receive individual elements n
and for different transmit pulses N. Such an approach
increases the image time acquisition by a factor of N, but
analysis of received information is simpler.

The same individual elements of array can be used for
transmission of acoustic pulses and for reception of echo
signals. But, it is better to separate them in transmission and
reception modes. A separation of transmit and receive indi-
vidual elements for a cross geometry of transmit and receive
arrays must be done. It provides the ability to acquire three
dimensional images. For usual transducers with mechanical
elevation focussing and the ability to acquire two dimen-
sional images the separation of individual elements can be
done by using, for example, odd individual elements in
transmission mode and even individual elements in recep-
tion mode (or the opposite case). A version of such a design
for a transducer is shown in FIG. 5. Individual elements 40
of array 39 are used as receive elements. They are alternate
with elements 41 used as transmit elements that reduces
strong influence transmit individual elements for receive
elements and improves the noise performance.

Additional rejection of the level of side lobe amplitudes
for cross transducers can be obtained by a special placement
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of transmit and received arrays. A version of the design of
the transducer with two transmit and one receive arrays for
three dimensional image acquisition is shown in FIG. 6.
Transmit arrays 43 placed normal to receive array 42 with
distance L between them is equal to:

L=(m+¥%)PB,

where P is the pitch of receive array individual elements 44
and m=0,1,2 . ...

For the transducer of FIG. 6 this step reduces a level of
side lobe amplitudes along the coordinate parallel to the
receive array significantly. The same reduction of the side
lobe amplitudes can be obtained along the coordinate par-
allel to the transmit arrays by using two receive arrays
placed normal to the transmit array with distance L (P is
pitch of transmit array individual elements in this case).

What is claimed is:

1. A method of fast acquisition of acoustic images com-
prising the steps of:

irradiating an investigated object by serial excitation of

one of the transmit individual elements by transmit
pulses from one generator providing a variety of a
waveform for said transmit pulses,

receiving the echo signals from said transmit pulses
emitted by said one of the transmit individual element
by one or a group of receive individual elements,
amplification, digitization and memorization of digi-
tized echo signal amplitudes from said one or group of
receive individual elements by one or group of ampli-
tude analysis channels,

switching of other receive individual elements or other
group of receive individual elements to said one or a
group of amplitude analysis channels, amplification,
digitization and memorization of digitized echo signal
amplitudes from said other receive individual elements
or other group of receive individual elements,

switching of other transmit individual elements to said
one generator,

irradiating an investigated object by serial excitation of
other transmit individual elements by transmit pulses
with a changed amplitude, duration and frequency in
accordance with a central amplitude apodization
function, a time apodization function and a frequency
apodization function,

receiving the echo signals from said transmit pulses
emitted by said other transmit individual elements by
said one or group of receive individual elements,
amplification, digitization and memorization of digi-
tized echo signal amplitudes from said one or group of
receive individual elements by said one or group of
amplitude analysis channels, so that said digitized echo
signal amplitudes from all receive elements are memo-
rized for every transmit individual element separately,

changing said digitized echo signal amplitudes from dif-
ferent receive individual elements in accordance with a
central amplitude apodization function,

shaping dynamic focused and steered synthetic receive
apertures by phasing said digitized echo signal ampli-
tudes from different receive individual elements rela-
tive to each other for every said transmit element in
accordance with receive foci and receive steering
angles,

shaping dynamic focused and steered synthetic transmit
apertures by phasing said digitized echo signal ampli-
tudes from all receive individual elements for different
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transmit individual elements relative to each other in
accordance with transmit foci and transmit steering
angles,

acquiring the acoustic lines by summing said digitized

echo signal amplitudes from all receive individual
elements and for said different transmit individual
elements in some time intervals near said receive foci
for said receive steering angles, and for different said
transmit foci and transmit steering angles, a synthesis
of acoustic images by joining said acoustic lines and
displaying of said acoustic images.

2. A method of fast acquisition of acoustic images as
recited in claim 1 using frequency modulated transmit pulses
for irradiating of an investigated object.

3. A method of fast acquisition of acoustic images as
recited in claim 1 using a digital filtration of digitized echo
signal amplitudes with different frequencies, phasing of
them with subsequent summing to obtain the time com-
pressed echo signals.

4. An ultrasound scanner for acquisition of acoustic
images comprising:

an ultrasound transducer head having a plurality of trans-

mit and receive individual elements and a port for
connection with front-end electronics,

a transducer handle having front-end electronics and a
connector for connection with said ultrasound trans-
ducer head,

said front-end electronics having one generator for ener-
gizing of transmit individual elements and high voltage
switches for connection with one of said transmit
individual elements,

said one generator for energizing of transmit individual
elements having fast memory, digital analog converter
and power amplifier placed in said transducer handle
and providing a complex shape of transmit pulses for
energizing of said transmit individual elements,

said front-end electronics having preamplifiers and analog
switches placed in said transducer handle and con-
nected with one or group of electronic channels for
digitization of echo signal amplitudes,
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said one or a group of electronic channels for digitization
of said echo signal amplitudes having one or a group of
main amplifiers and one or a group of analog digital
converters with fast memory for amplification, digiti-
zation and memorization of said echo signal
amplitudes,

a digital signal processor and a control scheme for online
analysis and acquisition of acoustic images,

a personal computer for offline analysis of digitized echo
signal amplitudes and displaying of said acoustic
images.

5. An ultrasound scanner for acquisition of acoustic
images as recited in claim 4 having said one or a group of
electronic channels for digitization of said echo signal
amplitudes and electronics for online analysis and acquisi-
tion of acoustic images are constructed as a separate block
connected with a personal computer by a common bus or
constructed as a card of a personal computer.

6. An ultrasound scanner for acquisition of acoustic
images as recited in claim 4 having an ultrasound transducer
head for two dimensional image acquisition with the array of
individual elements are made with mechanical elevation
focusing, a part of said array individual elements is used for
transmission of acoustic pulses into said investigated object,
another part is used for reception of echo signals.

7. An ultrasound scanner for acquisition of acoustic
images as recited in claim 4 having an ultrasound transducer
head for three dimensional image acquisition with more than
one transmit arrays and more than one receive arrays, said
more than one transmit arrays and said more than one
receive arrays having a plurality of transmit and receive
individual elements, said transmit arrays placed with dis-
tance between them equal to (m+Y3) of pitch of said receive
individual elements, said receive arrays placed with distance
equal to (m+%) of pitch of said transmit individual elements.

8. An ultrasound scanner for acquisition of acoustic
images as recited in claim 4 having wireless connection with
a personal computer.
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